Identification of N- and O-linked oligosaccharides in the human epididymis.
The oligosaccharide sequences of glycoconjugates in the human normal epididymis and the nature of linkages were studied with lectin histochemistry. The usual terminal sequences of oligosaccharide side chains in epithelial cell secretions were Neu5Ac2,3Galbeta1,3GalNAc; SO4Galbeta1,3GalNAc; and Galbeta1,4GlcNAc, and they were mainly found in O-linked glycoproteins. The lectin pattern of mitochondria-rich cells differed from that of principal cells.